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Cohabitation Agreement South Africa PDF: What You Need to Know

Living together with your partner is increasingly common in South Africa, and many couples are choosing to cohabit instead of getting married. However, without the legal protection of marriage, it is important to have a cohabitation agreement in place. In this article, we will discuss everything you need to know about a cohabitation agreement South Africa PDF.

What is a Cohabitation Agreement?

A cohabitation agreement is a legal document that outlines the terms and conditions of living together as a couple. By signing a cohabitation agreement, you and your partner can establish your rights and responsibilities, as well as protect your assets and interests in the event of a breakup.

Why Do You Need a Cohabitation Agreement?

Even though cohabitation is becoming more common, there is still no specific law that governs cohabiting couples in South Africa. This means that without a cohabitation agreement, you are not legally protected in the same way as married couples. A cohabitation agreement can help protect you and your partner`s rights and interests in the event of a breakup, death, or any other unexpected event.

What Does a Cohabitation Agreement Cover?

A cohabitation agreement can cover a wide range of issues, including:

1. Property: The agreement can specify how property will be owned and divided in the event of a breakup.

2. Financial Support: The agreement can outline how financial support will be provided to each partner during the relationship and after a breakup.

3. Debts and Liabilities: The agreement can clarify which debts and liabilities are shared and which are not.

4. Children: The agreement can address issues related to children, such as child support, custody, and visitation.

5. Death: The agreement can specify what will happen to the property and assets of each partner in the event of death.

How to Draft a Cohabitation Agreement?

To draft a cohabitation agreement, it is advisable to seek legal assistance. A lawyer experienced in family law can help you and your partner create a comprehensive agreement that covers all the necessary issues and protects your interests. Once the agreement is drafted, both partners should sign it in the presence of a notary public.

Where to Find a Cohabitation Agreement South Africa PDF?

There are many websites that offer cohabitation agreement templates that can be downloaded as a PDF. It is important to note that these templates may not be comprehensive and may not cover all the necessary issues. Therefore, it is advisable to consult with a lawyer to ensure that your cohabitation agreement is tailored to your specific needs.

Conclusion

A cohabitation agreement South Africa PDF is an essential legal document for couples who choose to live together without getting married. It can protect your interests and ensure that you and your partner are legally protected in the event of a breakup, death, or any other unexpected event. By seeking legal assistance, you can create a comprehensive agreement that covers all the necessary issues and provides you with peace of mind.
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